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the end of their South African troubles, they should choose to start
a new and entirely hypothetical quarrel about the " clean slate " ?
The formation of the Liberal League, it now turned out, had divided
the Liberal Imperialists, for a considerable number of these were
staunch Home Rulers and Radicals who were not in the least inclined
to " clean their slate " of Home Rule or other Radical measures.
These and others intervened to say that they would not join any
schismatic movement, and at the same time constituents warned their
members that wrath would await them if they countenanced any
movement which threatened to split the party.
The danger had passed after three weeks. Asquith, who had never
lost touch with Campbell-Bannerman, acted as peacemaker, and
explained in a public speech that the League had none of the intentions
imputed to it, and that neither he nor any of its members would
countenance proceedings which were hostile or aggressive to the main
body of the party. Rosebery, whose " definite separation " from that
main body the League had apparently been founded to support, now
described it as a defensive organization to prevent his friends from
being " drummed out of the Liberal party." In subsequent months
there was occasional friction between the official leader and the League,
but when the war ended and normal politics were resumed, it gradually
faded out of sight, and three years later even its Vice-Presidents
appeared to have forgotten its existence.
But in the ten months between his Holborn Restaurant speech and
the end of the war Campbell-Bannerman had won the support which
made him undisputed leader of the Liberal party and assured his
succession as Prime Minister. Before that time he was still on very
uncertain ground. He had no Parliamentary accomplishments at
all comparable to those of Harcourt or Asquith, and though his
carefully prepared platform speeches read well, they did not rouse
or stir as those of the great orators. Large numbers thought that
he would merely fill the gap till Rosebery returned or Asquith
was ready. But in these months he had come to be regarded as a
man of firm character and strong will who could not be intimidated
by any passing clamour. Many who objected strongly to his famous
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